
Bunco Recruitment Party and Fundraiser Overview
Play Bunco at Home or a Meeting Room

Bunco is an easy, fast-paced dice game played with at least 12 people playing 4 per group.
(If your party is big, add more groups. The number of total players must simply be a
multiple of 4. This makes Bunco a popular multi-chapter event too.) Because the game is
traditionally played for money and prizes, it’s a natural “Friendraiser” -- a fundraising event
with the dual goal of serving also as a recruitment party. See the KEEP IT SIMPLE OR MAKE
IT GRAND file in this folder for party format ideas. You may also find the WHO TO INVITE zip
folder available on the epsilonsigmaalpha.org/recruitment page helpful for invitation list
ideas.

Set up card tables at home or make a night of it in the party room of a restaurant or the rec
center. Instead of card tables, longer tables can also work to accommodate several player
groups, with 2 players from each group seated directly across from the other two players in
their group, multiple groups seated at the long table in this way. Bunco is an easy game to
pick up if someone has not played before and the equipment needed is minimal (dice,
scorecards, prizes, a bell, etc.).

Bunco works great for a recruitment event because it's natural for chatting while you play
and the table rotations allows everyone to meet and play with different people throughout
the evening. Playing for prizes (first Bunco, most Buncos, most wins, most losses…) keeps
the enthusiasm high. Try layering on a few door prizes or favors for all your recruitment
guests to send everyone away with something nice.

Bunco also works well with a holiday theme like Valentine’s Day or Halloween, even
combined with a December ornament or cookie exchange. Decorations make the room
festive. When you take a break for food, use your membership host materials to talk about
ESA, your activities, your good works, and why you’re inviting your guests to become part of
your chapter. See the TALKING ESA AT EVENTS section on
epsilonsigmaalpha.org/recruitment for Membership Host tips and tools for sharing your
ESA story with your guests.

Fundraising

Your fundraising can take several forms. Perhaps the easiest is to simply request a
donation or sell tickets with the proceeds going to St. Jude. If you’re going big and inviting
entire Bunco teams or clubs, you may consider giving a discount for registrations of groups
in multiples of 12. Layer on a silent auction with gift baskets or items donated by
individuals or sponsoring businesses/organizations. Remember, your St. Jude rep can assist
you in securing an “in kind” donation receipt for goods or services donated. More ideas in
the SPONSORS AND DONORS section of epsilonsigmaalpha.org/recruitment.
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Online fundraising can be a strong compliment to your in-person efforts. Create an online
flier for your party or event and create a St. Jude Your Way fundraising event link at
stjude.org/YourWay to allow participants to make their entry donation or support the event
even if they can’t attend.

Take your Bunco Party virtual

To enjoy the fun of Bunco when everyone can’t be together in person, play your Bunco
party on Zoom with a little adaptation. Chapter members and guests will all need an ESA
Bunco scorecard (included in this zip folder) and 3 dice as well as Zoom downloaded to
their computer. Make it extra special for guests by dropping off a printed invitation along
with the scorecard and dice in a fun package. Depending upon the size of your group, you
can use the breakout rooms to randomly assign 4 players per room for each round, and
the rotations are easily re-scrambled by the Zoom host, or you can play as a big group for
timed intervals. For the breakout rooms, pick a time limit to just roll for 1’s and Buncos,
then bring everyone back and reshuffle the rooms for 2’s etc. Everyone can enjoy chatting
while they roll just like always, and you can mix in some “prize drawings” or “round winner”
prizes that you can mail or drop off to the winners.

Take a break after 3’s for snacks and drinks and tell your ESA story using the online version
of the TALKING ESA AT EVENTS section of epsilonsigmaalpha.org/recruitment

Additional Resources in this Folder

● Bunco Rules
● Bunco Score Card
● Facebook cover images (2 options)
● Social media post images (fillable PDF option)
● Social post instructions and sample text
● Keep It Simple/Make It Grand -- ideas for creating a regular monthly game and

also a large one-day tournament
● Flier Template -- just replace the sample text with your own copy and print,

the images will automatically load from the template
● Thank you note sample copy
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